  PRACTICING TIPS FOR ATTORNEYS HANDLING PPO VIOLATIONS,         

       SHOW CAUSE HEARINGS AND FELONY NONSUPPORT CASES
A. Attorneys appointed as housel counsel for either the PPO Violations or Show Cause Docket must report to 770 City County Building  (City side) to sign in, complete their  voucher, and provide a cell phone number to the support staff in room 770 City County 

B.  If you are assigned to handle the PPO Violations, you will report to the 18th floor, the PPO courtroom and check in with the clerk.  The Clerk will provide you with the cases you are assigned to handle for that day.  The cases are scheduled for either arraignment, review, or hearing.

      1.  If you are scheduled for arraignment on the violation of the PPO, you will    

           need to speak with your client and gather enough information to make a bond      

           Motion.

      2.  If you are scheduled for a review hearing, then you will need to review the 

           Court file to see what terms and conditions are set by the court for your     

           client. You will then review with your client his/her compliance with those     

           terms and conditions. If there is compliance, you may want to request 
           dismissal.  If no compliance or minimal compliance you may want to request 
           additional time to come in compliance to avoid potential jail time.

      3.  If you are scheduled for hearing, then you will need to meet with your client    

           to gather the facts and circumstances of the case, determine whether or not 

           your client has witnesses, police reports, or other information to be presented  

           to at the hearing in his/her defense.

C.    If you are assigned to the Show Cause Docket, you will report to the 19th floor   

        of the City County Building and report to the clerk.  You are required to sign-

        in as house counsel for the day.   Once you have signed in, you will have to wait 

        to see if there are any cases that have to go before the Judge.
       Because this is a contempt preceding your client is entitled to representation 

       because he/she may be held in contempt of Court for failure to comply with the   

       Court’s Order and sentenced to jail time.

       You need to speak with your client to advise him/her of the potential penalty      

       associated with the contempt proceeding and to see whether or not you can   

       negotiate something on behalf of your client with the FOC attorney before going  

       to the Judge on as contempt of Court hearing...
REMEMBER THE SHOW CAUSE DOCKET IS THE SHOW ME THE MONEY DOCKET!  Therefore, it is about negotiating a payment plans for your client.  Be creative.  

Just as a side note, if you are assigned to either the PPO Docket or the Show Cause Docket, you may be asked to go to other courtrooms to handle other miscellaneous matters.

D.  Handling a FELONY NONSUPPORT case requires that once you are appointed to represent a Defendant, you should go to the 4th floor (courtroom 402) to pickup your discovery packet.

      I.  The discovery packet contains important information such as the underline case number for the support case and the amount of child support the Defendant was ordered to pay.

     ii.   The bond on the arraignment on the warrant is usually 25% of the amount of the outstanding child support.  However, the statute provides that the Court may depart from the 25% if the Court finds good cause to do so.  Nevertheless, the bond may be reviewed at the time of the Preliminary Exam or any other proceeding. 

    THE FELONY NONSUPPORT DOCKET IS ALSO THE SHOW ME THE 

                              MONEY DOCKET

Consequently, it is important that as defense attorneys we advocate on behalf of our clients to avoid a Felony conviction.  Usually, what that means is that you should try to get a delayed sentence pursuant to MCLA 771.1, some type of plea under advisement, or cash settlement that results in a dismissal.

I caution people about entering into unrealistic payment plans because it will come back to haunt your client.

I usually ask for a referral from Dean for modification of child support order because a lot of our clients have never petitioned the court for a reduction in child support despite the changes in the child support guidelines.
